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Preface 


|!S  fnd  unpretentious  we.  l'''9ve 

Jl^  prepSred  after  much  hesitation  is  the  result  of  a  keen 
disappointment,  and  is  the  only  apparent  means  of 
reaching  the  desired  goal,  that  of  tracing  our  lineage  back 
to  our  immigrant  ancestor  and  the  English  family  from  which 
he  came.  Having  failed  in  our  efforts  at  research  to  find  any 
record  of  the  parentage  of  Moses  Ball  of  Fairfax  County,  it 
occurred  to  us  that  by  giving  the  resu'ts  of  our  efforts  to  all 
our  Ball  kinsmen  who  may  be  interested,  that  some  of  them 
may  be  able  to  add  to  such  data  as  v/e  have  collected, 
something  that  may  serve  to  answer  the  questions  *'Who 
were  our  ancestors  and  what  kind  of  men  were  they?  ”  and 
"what  were  the  motives  behind  their  emiigration?’’,  and  to 
preserve  for  posterity  records  that  may  easily  be  am.ong  the 
most  prized  possessions  of  future  generations. 

It  is  with  much  disappointment  that  v/e  find  so  many  of 
the  memories  of  traditions  given  and  of  stories  told  us  in 
early  childhood,  by  older  generations,  survivors  of  Civil 
War  da  ys  who  passed  on  years  ago,  too  dim  to  be  recerded- 
v/ith  any  degree  of  accuracy.  We  do  know  that  descendents 
of  Moses  Ball  played  an  important  part  in  the  developemient 
of  southwest  Virginia  and  the  surrounding  states  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia.  Usually  restless 
men,  they  were  attracted  to  undeveloped  country  and  a 
large  number  of  them  were  true  pioneers.  To  lose  sight  of 
the  courage  and  the  ideals  of  those  who  have  censributed 
so  much  to  the  developement  of  this  section,  would  be  an 
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irreparable  ioss.  Within  the  merrery  cf  the  vounQcst  writer 
stories  were  common  pertaining  to  feats  of  Confederate 
soldiers  among  the  Bail  family.  Let  us  appeal  to  every  Ball 
kinsman  who  is  proud  ot  his  family,  to  preserve  ail  records 
and  all  traditions  that  he  is  able  to  gather.  Also  we  request 
that  anyone  having  valuable  records  or  bits  of  tradition  per¬ 
taining  to  our  family,  provide  us  with  copies  which  we  will 
preserx'e  and  recopy  for  anyone  who  may  be  interested  in 
gathering  such  records  for  posterity. 

-.We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  John  J.  V/eatherly 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  the  data  furnished,  which  forms  the 
nucleus  of  this  small  volume.  We  have  never  known  anyone 
with  a  keener  interest  in  genealogy  solely  for  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  and  preserving  records. 


Toms  Creek,  Virginia, 
November  10,  1933. 


PALMER  R.  BALL. 
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According  to  "Genealogicdi  Records”  by  Carrie  White 
Avery,  Moses  B^!i  was  born  May  2nd,  1717,  married 
June  27th,  1745,  Ann  ^  died  September 

3rd,  1792.  From  the  same  records  we  find  that  Ann  Bali 
was  born  September  26th,  1729.  The  date  of  her  death  is 
unhno'A'n.  It  has  been  impossible  to  establish  the  parentage 
of  Moses,  however,  according  to  family  tradition  he  was 
related  to  Mary  Ball,  the  miother  of  George  V/ashington. 
The  following  extracts  from,  General  Washingter/s  diary 
lends  support  to  this  traditon: 

"April,  17S5. — Friday,  2‘2nd.  Took  an  early  breakfast  at  Abingdon,  and 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Stewart  (Stuart?)  and  Lund  Washiington,  and  having 
sent  for  Mr.  Moses  Bail,  who  attended,  I  went  to  a  corner  of  the  above 
land  within  about  three  poles  of  the  Run  (Four  Mile  Pluni,  a  v/uite  oak 
lb”  in  diameter  on  the  side  of  a  hill  abc.  150  yards  tx;low  the  ruins  of  an 
old  Mill  and  about  100  below  a  small  branch  wbicn  conies  in  on  the  north 
east  side.  After  having  ran  one  course  and  part  of  another,  niy  servant 
William  ^cne  of  the  chain  carriers!  fed  and  brone  the  pan  of  his  knee, 
which  put  a  stop  to  my  surveying;  and  with  much  diiiiculty  I  was  able  to 
get  him  to  Ab'ngdcn,  being  obliged  to  get  a  siedge  to  carry  him  on,  as  he 
could  neither  walk,  stand  or  ride  norseback:.  At  Mr.  Adam’s  mill  '.mi'i  of 
Robert  Adamsj,  I  took  Lund  Washington’s  horse  and  came  honae.”  (to 
Mount  Vernon;. 

“May,  1786. — Tuesday,  16.  I  rid  to  the  plantations  of  Muddy  Hoie 

and  Dogue  Run . At  Dogue  Fvcn  the  timothy  seed  appeared  to  be 

coming  up  thick.  Began  t-o  plant  corn  at  this  plantation  yesterday  in  the 
common  nicthcd.  When  I  returned  home  found  Moses  Ball  and  his  son 
John  and  William  Carlin  here;  the  first  having  his  edects  under  execution 
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2  THE  PALL  FA'/JLY  CP 

wanted  to  borrow  nioney  to  redeem  thciH;  lent  him  Ten  Pounds  for  '.Ins 
purpose.” 


Foi!owin3  i?  a  copy  of  the  grant  n'.ade  to  Moses  Bail  by 
Thomas,  Lord  Fairfax,  on  record  in  "Northern  Neck"  Grant 
Book  "F",  page  288,  in  State  Land  Office,  Richmond, 
Virginia: 

"The  Right  Honourable  Thomas,  Lord  Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cameron,  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  Proprietor  of  the  Northern 
Neck  of  Virginia,  To  all  to  whom  this  present  writing  shall  come,  sends 
Greeting;  Know  I't  that  Kr  good  causes  aau  in  consideration  of  the 
Cempesition  to  me  paid  and  for  Annual  Rent  hereafter  reserved,  I  have 
Given,  Granted  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents,  for  me  my  heir.^  snd 
assigns,  do  give,  grant  and  confir;n  unto  MOSES  BALL,  of  the  County  of 
Fairfax,  a  certain  tract  of  waste  and  ungranted  land  in  the  said  county, 
upon  the  branches  of  Four  Mile  Run,  and  is  bounded  according  to  a  survey 
thereof  made  by  ^^r.  Guy  Broadwater,  as  followetb:  Beginning  at  a  white 
oak  standing  in  the  fork  of  a  branch  of  Four  Mile  Run,  extending  thence 
North  88  degrees  West  along  the  line  of  John  Ball,  343  poles  to  a  hickory: 
thence  S.  27  degrees  W.  46  poles  to  a  red  oak,  a  corner  to  Capt.  Pearson; 
thence  East,  running  and  binding  with  John  Alexander's  line  362  poles  to 
a  red  oak,  thence  South  along  said  Alexander’s  line  70  poles  to  a  white  oak 
corner  to  Stephen  Gray  and  .4.1exander:  thence  North  24  degrees  East, 
binding  with  Stephen  Gray’s  line  SO  poles  to  a  white  oak  standing  upon 
the  South  side  of  Four  Mile  Run;  thence  up  the  meanders  of  the  Run 
Noiih  63  degrees  W.  40  poles  to  the  first  stati'  containing  9i  acres. 
Together  with  all  rights,  members,  and  Appurtenances  th'-reunto  belonging. 
Royal  Mines  excepted,  and  a  full  third  part  of  all  Lead,  Copper,  Tin,  Coal, 
Iron  Mines  and  Iron  Ore  that  shall  be  found  the-eon.  To  have  and  to  Hold 
the  said  91  acres  of  land  together  with  all  rights,  profits  and  benefits  to 
the  same  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  except  before  Excepted. 
To  him,  the  said  MOSES  B.M,L,  bis  hei.’-s  or  assigns  forever.  He,  the  said 
Moses  Bali,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  therefore  yieluing  and  paying  to  me  my 
heirs  and  assigns,  or  to  my  certain  attorney  or  attorneys  or  agent  or 
agents,  or  to  the  r«^rtain  attorney  or  agent  of  miy  heirs  and  assigns. 
Proprietors  of  the  the  said  Northern  Neck,  yearly  and  every  rear  or.  the 
Feast  day  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  the  fae  rent  of  One  Shilling 
sterling  money  for  every  50  acres  of  land  hereby  granted  snd  so 
prnportionably  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity.  Provided  that  if  the  said 
Moses  Ball,  his  heirs  or  assigns  shall  not  pay  the  above  reserved  annual 
rent,  so  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  s'call  be  behind  or  unpaid  by  the 
space  of  two  whole  years  after  the  same  shall  become  due,  if  iavfully 
demanded,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  me  my  heirs  or  .assigns, 
Proprietors,  as  aforesaid,  my  or  their  certain  attorney  or  attorneys,  agent 
or  agents,  into  fne  above  g'anted  premises  to  r“-enter  and  hold  the  same 
so  as  if  this  grant  had  never  parsed.  Given  at  my  office  in  the  county  of 
Fairfax,  within  my  said  Proprietary,  under  my  hand  and  Seal.  Dated  this 
26th  day  of  May  in  the  2!st  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
George  the  Second,  by  the  tlrace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 


1*  •rik 

*  '  A 


'T 


v:  viM/tt  >if ' 


;  iw  t  tMi-'l  '  '^i  '  <  >»**!  Iwwv. ^ 


Wi 


-CpifcJ  1^ 


.  ;'  -1  •  9/j.*  t-"  ft  St  ^ 

*  :.hJ  ■■  vv  ‘  " ys:>'<  rO 

.%<’iOtj.f  (JT''  J.-^.'  aC  h.ttj  nv  ^b4SI  .‘  -V"  4->S- 

a  ‘  ^  '  ^^45rny  ^ 

j  frn*,*r.i«)  'o’lfjy  aa  fi^l  M!naft  s.Ma  u’AhrtD  idjjfH  ♦/^T'V.'^ "  '  |  i 

ttf!’  A*  \P7  *'»  Rli^l^a  f’f*3I»j*- <<52^50  ift.  1»;  ■- "  V* 


>*\ia’j.'  sw-f  M  fii/rf.fff  f  r^itKWii  i»i»o 

'^1>J  rJ8>t‘;>'li3t5T,t.‘l».  ,.■}>!  *hU  i-T^H  ''J3Wf'»t*j3jlWj>'l»  rfj«lH 
■  -  n'Ji  -  .  \>  ff «  ■:*■  a  .iiM'  ».  II  ovi,  ,iV/  .tf"  ' 

?  I.  /■  <r  ■iin^fihy^r  V«igV»n\j.>ji!^ 

>-4^'"  -'-fc  iTit  Mjij  >>#n 

j>«r'H*V  -^  ' 'd/  -  “K,5^5>.  f  rtf 

•V.J'<  ,.  ^  '7  ji  *  ( 

u:'4/,ivi^  'i^j  ..  .  Imi)  '  df+f 

;  iS'i-V  ^r*'-  •'•'  ' »  lU  ‘// 

-  *,  '  T  .••^■‘ift^^-,<  ■} '.;  •  !'t  **.ri  «  wflJ'i.yiT  '* 

:»  .>g^, ,  i  irf  V  j;  ■•  •  jkj^  i *  I*  ;<^/l 

H  iXi^  *^';»/j’  *“  ,‘’<  '  »»tjfWr  r'-l 

'  •  f  ,;i^v  irt Vif  5.>.>i*Cr 

i  VJ.7  *  '7  •  f]fi  ■  ,!;('^<iil  J.<  *" 

’•'■f  -iff ‘.v,*7irtf'  s  r-:r- ,  T.  ..-J^-f  rH4,i^;^^y4l'4Pi  *-*'  ,fiid  ir, 

\tn  'IT  v';  -**;jM‘.  VVii'*  I  t  C^t  -'■  fl'  ''-’Vlfii^ 

Vt  ^Ci(^'i'/<  -roVySTi  .  ,#J-ili.<  ^  #10  .!'-»*rT.r«.’lj3?' 


7i|£U«>r>  “Jf* 


V>  .v’''3iu» 


d.>i  ifl  -  .V-  VviJ,.  ,.  •/>;  '  .it,V  .-ntUtIK  W.‘  ■  '^  I0 

X-il/lJf  *00,  ’yfir.r  ,;  .^,  tA  ‘rk 


'«VV 


M  h-ff  M  .. :)|'  •  bnJii-  '' 

tfife#  'v'j  “  ,  p:  5{V  f:  ■>,  .!  ii>  '1^« 

i'v.ckt 


(rr-i  ^  •’kfe  1^-.  H.  « .*•  *•*'••  *^ 

•1^  <i*i  %:t^e^f  Ar  f-iii;?ail'  ■>iii,';'isanM  ■•iS  <■^  v7^^^t 

<  It  Ahlill  -* 


>«»  r*V«y>3'‘'  V73T  t^  lijjrpf  •.»:•  V-  f  (*• 

*bii  by»CI.'^f.7  vijI  t?” 

*k|**.I  “^1 ‘}6  .  vIj-T  pi  «»Z/  'j.  i^K 

1**1?'  V'  .t>  •1*1  '.  •<*<* 


SCUTHw'BT  V:?G:MiA 


a 


Ireland,  Kinq.  Defender  of  the  Fairh.  ete.  A.  D.  One  Tiiou^ar.d  r-ev^n 
Hundred  and  Forty  Eight. 

FAIRFAX.” 

FolloVvdns  is  d  copy  of  tne  iasi.  vviii  and  lestcrT'ent  of 
Moses  Bdii; 

“In  the  Name  of  God,  A.men,  the  fifteenth  d.ay  of  Ihecemher,  in  tiiC  Year 
of  Our  Lord  God,  One  Thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six,  I  Moses 
Ball  being  in  perfect  memory.  Thanks  be  to  Al.mighty  God,  and  calling  to 
remembrance  the  uncertainty  of  this  transitory  life  and  that  it  is  appointed 
once  for  all  men  to  die,  do  .make,  constitute  and  ordain  this  to  be  my  last 
'>Vill  and  Testament  in  m"nn''r  and  form  following,  revoking  and 
disannuling  by  these  presents  all  and  every  other  Will  or  Wills  heretofore 
by  me  made  and  declared  either  by  word  or  writing  and  this  only  is  to  be 
taken  for  my  last  Will  and  no  other.  And  first  I  reccomend  my  soul  into 
the  hands  of  God  in  whona  and  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  1  trust 
and  believe  assuredly  to  be  saved  and  to  have  full  remission  of  all  m.y 
sins  and  that  my  soul  with  my  body  at  the  general  day  of  ressureetion 
shall  rise  again  with  joy.  Secondly,  I  reccomend  my  body  to  the  grave  to 
be  decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors  hereafter  named,  and  as 
for  the  settling  of  my  temporal  Estate  and  such  Goods,  Chatties  and  Debts 
which  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  me,  I  do  order,  give  and  dispose 
in  manner  and  form  following.  That  is  to  say.  First,  I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  my  well  beloved  son,  John  Ball,  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  beginning 
on  the  South  side  of  Four  hlile  Run  at  the  White  Oak  corner  of  General 
Washingtons,  thence  with  Vfiashingtons  line  to  Ale.xar.ders  line  and  the 
meanders  of  Long  Branch  Westwardiy  until  the  quantity  of  twenty-five 
acres  is  made  then  v^■ith  a  Southerly  line  from  The  Long  B.-anch  to  said 
line  of  Alexander.  Secondly,  I  desire  that  the  remaining  part  of  my  land 
may  be  in  possession  of  m.y  dearly  beloved  wife,  .^nn  Ball  during  her 
natural  life  to  be  at  her  discretion  during  her  widowhood  but  in  case  she 
marries  then  the  said  land  is  to  be  dispestei  of  at  the  discretion  of  my 
Executors,  and  the  profits  arising  therefrom  to  be  equally  divided  among 
my  surviving  children  after  my  just  debts  is  paid  i.my  son  John  excepted) 
Thirdly,  I  desire  that  my  E.xecutcrs  as  soon  as  possible  pay  to  his 
Excellancy,  General  Washington,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  with  interest,  a 
sum  I  borrowed  from  him  and  Willla.m  Cariin.  security  for  which  to 
secure  ilr.  Carlin  I  have  given  him  an  Instruirient  of  Writing  mentioning 
tvro  Cows  and  Earling.s,  the  only  intending  the  said  sum  of  ten  pounds  to 
be  made  out  of  the  aforesaid  catcie  incase  he  (Mr.  Carlin)  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  to  General  Washington  the  above  rrientiored  sum  of  ten 
pounds  Fourth]3q  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  daughter  Sibila 
Ball  one  bed  and  furniture  as  it  stands  a:  the  doceise  of  her  mother 
agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the  land.  Fifthly,  I  desire  that  my  stock  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  and  household  furniture  shouid  be  equally  divided 
among  my  wife  and  Ba/.il,  Ann  and  Sibiia.  Sixth!;.',  and  iastl;.'  I  desire  that 
m.y  son,  Jotn  Ball  and  Mr.  Joseph  Birch  hs  the  on’;.'  a.nd  sole  Executors 
of  this  m3’  last  Y  ill  and  Testament,  and  I  do  by  these  presents  revoke  and 
disannul  all  and  every  other  Will  or  Wills,  Legacy  or  Legacies  heretofore 
by  me  made  or  done,  ackno’.vledging  thi.s  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Vfiill 
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THE  BALL  FAMILY  CF 


and  TestamcT'.t;  as  Witness  I  I'.avo  htTotir.to  set  v'y  hand  and  seal  the  day 
and  y  ear  above  v  ritten. 

-MOSES  E.VLL  .Seal) 

Signed,  Sral’ii  &  Acknov/leds’d  in  tlie  presence  of 

Elijah  Vrood 

William  Culbcrhousc 
Her 

Cbloe  X  Culberhouse 
-Mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Fairfax  county  17th  September  1792.  This  Will  was 
presented  in  Court  and  proved  by  the  Oath  of  Elijah  Wood.  And  at  a 
Court  held  for  the  said  county  15th  October  1792,  it  was  furlher  proved 
by  the  Oath  of  William  Culberhouse  and  ordered  to  De  recorded. 

Test 

P.  Waganer  Cr.  Ct. 

A  Copy  Teste.  Recorded  in  Will  Book  F,  No.  1,  page  176  &  Ex. 

Signed, 

F.  W.  Richardson 
Clerk 


That  Moses  Ball  v/as  a  brother  to  Lieutenant  James  Ball 
of  the  Continentia!  Line,  American  Revolution,  is  evidenced 
by  the  following,  found  in  "Virginia  Soldiers  ot  1776"  by 
Louis  A.  Burgess: 


“LIEUT.  JAMES  BALL.  Executive  Dept.,  Apr.  16.  1S33.  The  hers  of 
James  Ball  are  allowed  Land  Bounty  for  his  services  as  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  L'.ne  for  3  yrs.,  if  nor  hei’etofore  drawn.  (Sigited)  Jclin 
Floyd,  Governor.” 

And: 

FAIRFAX  COUNTY,  VIRGINI\,  “Decem.ber  Court,  M.ar.  14,  1235. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  certihed  that  James  Bail,  v/ho  is  said  to  have  been 
an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  Wa.-,  died  about  the  year  17S3;  that 
Moses  Ball,  of  Fairfax  County,  was  his  eider  brother  and  heir;  that  Moses 
Ball  died  in  1792,  testate,  intestate  as  to  the  estate  of  his  brother  James 
Ball . Copy  teste,  F.  W.  Richardso.n,  Clerk.” 


And  from  the  seme  Court 
Ann  f^ad 


Order  vue  fino  that  Moses  -and 
the  foiiov.ing  children:  John, 


Moses,  George,  Bdzil,  Anne,  Jdmes  and  Sabi'ld. 


JOHN  BALL. 

John  Ball  was  bor.n  July  25,  1746;  Died  Dec.  .  .  ,  1814/ 
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SOUTHWEST  VIRGINIA 


W3S  a  soldier  in  the  V/ar  for  Independence,  servinq  with 
the  6th  Virgmid  Infantry.  He  married  December  12,  1773, 
Mar>'  .'ToC'H/'who  was  born  September  19,  1750,  and 
died  October  10,  1804.  They  had  the  following  children; 

ANNA,  born  December  31,  1774;  married  Jehu  Shreve,  September 
7,  1797.  She  may  have  been  married  more  than  once  for  in  one 
record  she  is  shown  as  the  wife  of  Thomas  .\llison. 

ROBERT. 

JOHN,  died  January  27,  1S23. 

DAE>IEY. 

MARY,  married  John  Allison. 

HORATIO,  born  November  30.  17S5:  died  1S72;  married  (firstl 
October  15,  1S15,  Catheri;  e  Marscey,  born  January  14,  1  .  .  .  : 
died  October?,  1830,  in  the  SOtii  year  of  her  age;  married  (second) 

Elizabeth . ,  who,  according  to  entry  in  his  Bible,  “departed 

this  life  March  9,  1871,  in  the  70ch  year  of  her  age.” 

WILLIAM. 

JAMES. 

MOSES  BALL 

(Of  whom  hereafter.) 

GEORGE  BALL. 

(Of  whom  hereafter.) 

BAZIL  BALL. 

Bazi!  Ball,  born  ca.  1751;  died  before  1335,  when  a 
court  order  refers  to  him  as  "Bazil  Bail,  deceased,  or 

Al  exandrio  Gounty”;  married . and  had  five 

daughters: 

MARY,  married  Tobias  Sadden; 

AN.NE,  married  Richard  Mitchell  and  lived  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  March  7,  1S35,  when  she  appointed  William  Ball  of  Fairfa.'; 
County,  Vi-ginia.  her  atto;ney  on  account  of  Bouncy  Land  Warrant 
due  her  by  reason  of  the  Revolutionary  se-^tdee  of  her  great-uncle, 
Lieutenant  Jam.es  Ball.  At  that  time  she  wrote:  “We  are  all 
unsettled,  as  we  have  sold  cur  land  and  expect  to  go  to  Illinois.” 

BELINDA,  married  N’icholas  Phebera. 

SABILLA,  married  Charles  E.  Markv. ard,  and  they  were  living  in 
Campbell  County,  Kentucky,  March  9,  1S35. 

ELIZABETH,  died  unmarried. 
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THE  3ALL  FA/v' lY 


ANNE  BALL 

Anne  Ball  was  born  ca.  1753;  died  unmarried. 

JAMES  BALL. 

James  Bali,  born  ca.  1755/  date  of  his  death  unknown. 
He  married  and  had: 

JEMI^tA,  married  James  Thomas  and  had  several  children. 
TOWNSEND,  married'and  had  George,  .Archibald,  and  Sina  Ball 
who  married  James  Thrift. 

CATHERINE,  married  William  Phillips,  and  was  living  in  Putnam 
County,  Ohio,  March  27,  1S35. 

HANN.\  (or  Annal,  married  John  Phillips,  and  probably  lived  in 
Ohio  near  her  sister  Catlierine. 

SABILLA  BALL. 

Sdbilla  Ball,  born  cd.  1857/  died  unmarried. 
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Moses  Ball  of  Beech  Creek 


T^y^OSES  BALL,  JR.,  bo'ri  -^bout  1748,  was  married  to 
i  VJ.  Ann  Hardin  in  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  before 
the  year  1782,  when  the  Personal  Property  Tax  Book 
for  Fairfax  County  shows  that  he  had  one  son.  His  name 
appears  in  the  Fairfax  County  tax  bocks  for  1791  and  this 
is  the  last  record  that  is  found  of  him  until  the  year  1797, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  near 
Browns  Mountain,  in  the  Beech  Creek  section  of  Hawkins 
County,  Tennessee,  from  Samuel  Curry.  It  is  probable  that  a 
part  of  the  intervening  years  were  spent  in  Vv^ashington 
County,  Virginia,  near  his  brother  George,  who  settled 
near  Abingdon,  Virginia. 

His  will: 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I  Moses  Ball  of  the  county  of  Kashin?, 
State  of  Tennessee,  bein?  weak  in  body  but  being  in  perfect  mind  and 
memory  thanks  be  given  to  God,  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body 
and  knov.-ing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and 
ordain  this  instrument  of  writing  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  that 
is  to  say:  First  of  all  I  give  and  reccomend  my  soul  in  the  Almighty  God 
that  gave  it  and  m.y  body  I  reccoment  to  the  earth,  to  be  buried  at  the 
discretion  of  my  Executor  hereinafter  appointed  nothing  doubted  but  at 
the  Ge.neral  Re=surection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty 
power  of  God.  And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  wherewith  it  has 
pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  life.  First  ef  all  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
son,  Spencer  Ball  one  dollar  out  of  my  estate  and  no  more.  Secondly.  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Robert  Ball  one  dollar  and  no  more  out  of 
my  estate.  Thirdly,  I  give  and  demse  to  my  son  Bennett  Ball  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  Ijnng  and  being  betwen  my  sons  William  Ball  and  Thomas 
Ball  and  from  the  Southern  houndry  of  my  land  and  running  Northward 
to  where  the  Beech  Creek  road  runs  through  my  land  and  no  further.  And 
it  is  my  further  Will  and  desire  that  if  my  wife  Molly  shall  have  the  rent 
of  the  said  land  that  I  have  divised  to  my  son,  Bennett  Ball  during  her 
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natural  life  for  her  support.  ro->rtli!v,  I  give  anil  .-leviie  to  my  gra’^d^on, 
Jonathan  Ball,  a  certain  dcs  ’r'.he.i  parcel  or  land  being  on  the  North  side 
of  the  Beech  Creek  ro.ad  and  being  birtvcoa  the  said  William  Ball  and  the 
said  Thomas  Ball  land  and  ir.cladirig  rriv  .apple  orchard  and  runnirg  to  the 
Northern  Boundry  of  ray  land.  .\nd  it  i.s  further  my  Will  and  Desire  that 
my  Executors  after  my  decease  shall  rent  said  parcel  of  land  and  orchard 
and  the  money  or  property  arising  from  said  rent  to  pay  for  ti.e  education 
of  my  Grandson,  Jonathan  Ball.  And  it  is  ray  further  will  and  desire  that 
rr.y  said  Grandson,  Jonathan  Ball,  shall  have  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle 
out  of  my  estate.  Fifthly,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  wife, 
Molly  Ball  all  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  and  money  that  is  owing 
to  me  during  her  natural  life.  Si.xthly,  it  is  my  farther  will  and  desire  after 
mv  wife’.**  decease  the  property,  if  any,  is  to  be  sold,  except  my  wearing 
clothes  and  the  plank  that  is  in  my  loft  and  my  books,  li.e  planks  to 
remain  where  they  are,  my  wearing  clothes  and  my  boolrs  to  be  divided  as 
equally  betwen  my  children  as  they  can.  And  the  money  arising  from  the 
said  sale  to  be  equally  divided  betwen  rny  daughter,  Hester  McDaniel, 
Nancy  Warren.  Polly  Ball,  Sibily  Long  and  Sarah  Long’s  children  and  my 
grandson,  Jonathan  Ball  or  their  heirs.  There  was  thirty-tv.o  dollars  that 
I  paid  for  William  McDaniel  in  part  pay  for  McDaniel’s  wagon,  sLxteen 
dollars  of  said  William  McDaniel  was  to  pay  John  K.  Long  who  married 
wi*^h  my  daughter  Sibley.  If  -John  K.  Long  has  recovered  thar,  that  and 
thi-:  are  to  settle  with  my  Executor.  I  constitu  ,  and  appoint  my  son, 
Wesley  Ball  and  Thomas  Ball  my  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  am 
Testament  to  manage  my  estate,  Real  and  personal  as  they  think  best,  i 
hereby  utterly  revoke  and  disannul  all  and  every  other  former  Testaments, 
Wills  and  Legacies  before  mentioned  Willed,  bequeathed,  ratifying  and 
confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  In  witness 
whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  15th  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

MOSES  BALL  .'Seal) 

Attest. 

Reuben  Bernard  John  Ball 

Jesse  Ball  .James  Tunnell 

The  children  of  Moses  and  Mary  Ann  (Harden)  Ball 
were;  vX/i!i  iaiT/  married  Nancy  late/  Robert;  John,-  rrarried 
Patience  Dalton;  Wesley,  married  Nancy  Bailey;  Thomas, 

married . Kelly;  Bennett;  Soencer,  married  Anne 

Hushes;  Jane,  married  Rev.  .James  lunnell/  Mary  (Polly), 
married  (Frst)  Isaac  Warren,  (second)  her  cousin,  ^lohn  Bali; 
Sarah  (Sally),  married  John  Long,  Jr.,-  Saciiia,  married  John 
K.  Long,-  and  hlester,  m.arried  William  McDaniel. 


Thomas  Ball,  Sr.,  son  of  Moses  Ball,  Jr.,  was  born  at 
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HOUSE  IN  HAWKINS  COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE,  BUILT  BY  A  SON 
OF  MOSES  BALL,  JR. 


SPENCER  BALL  HOMESTEAD,  i.-i 
Madison  County,  Alabama,  built  of 
hand  hewn  ti.mbers. 


V 


SOUTHWEST  Virginia 


9 


Vcn  HilR  lenr.essce.  He  married  a  Kelly,  whose  Christian 
name  is  unknown,  but  may  have  been  Eliza.  Their  children 
were: 

ISAAC,  married  thrice. 

JONATHAN  K.,  of  whorTi  hereafter. 

SOOKY,  married  Alfred  William?. 

MARY  ANN,  married  Madison  Thomas. 

WESLEY. 

THOMAS,  married  Nancy  Price  (nee  Hall). 

JESSE,  died  unmarried. 

WILLIAM,  married  Hannah  Marion. 

REBECCA,  married  Ivlartin  Quillen. 


Jonathan  K.  Ball,  son  of  Thomas  Bali,  Sr.,  was  born  May 
2,  1824.  He  married  (first)  March  7,  1854,  Eliza  Rollins. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  Army,  but  was  ordered 
to  return  home  before  the  close  of  the  war  on  account  of 
poor  health.  He  lived  some  years  after  the  war,  having  oi  ed 
in  1877,  when  his  youngest  son,  George  William,  was  only 
eleven  months  old. 

Ihe  children  of  Jonathan  K.  and  Eliza  (Rollins)  Ball: 

JOHN  S.,  born  December  18,  1854;  died  December  16,  1875.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  died  unmarred. 

RACHEL,  born  .January  5,  1857:  died  January  11,  1931. 

JAMES  A.,  born  November  19,  1859;  died  November  8,  1899. 

JESSE  R.,  (twin),  born  November  19,  1359;  died  October  19,  1859. 

Eliza  (Rollins)  Ball  died  December  7,  1859. 

Jonathan  K.  Bali  married  (second)  July  19,  1861,  Elvira 
Lockhart,  and  they  had  six  children; 

ELLEN,  born  July  26,  1862;  died  April  9,  1336. 

ELIZA  A.,  born  October  20, 1864;  died  February  5, 1SS8,  unmarried. 

CHARITY,  born  May  22.  1867;  died  July  10,  1891,  unmarried. 

CHARLES  DANIEL,  born  October  29,  1869. 

RHODA,  born  February  8,  1872;  died  October  26,  1886. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM,  born  October  15,  1376. 

Rachel  (Jonathan  K.,  Thom, as,  Moses,  Moses)  Ball  .married 
March  26,  1882,  James  Baxter.  They  settled  in  Oklahoma 
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(or  Indian  Territory)  before  it  v/33  a  state.  Rachel  died  the^'c 
in  1931.  Their  children  in  order  of  birth; 

OLLIE,  married  a  Poindexter. 

JOHN. 

MYRTLE,  married  a  Porter. 

JAMES.  JR. 

GEORGE. 

ROY. 

CELUS. 

James  A.  (Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Mose':.  Moses)  Bali  was 
married  to  Minerva  Orlena  Bryant,  March  8,  1885,  in  Lee 
County,  Virginia.  Their  children: 

HUGH  LEE,  born  June  2,  1SS6:  married  Chassie  Jones  and  has  one 
child  living. 

AMNISE  RHODA,  born  May  2S,  188S;  married  James  E.  Gilbert. 
They  have  seven  children. 

HATTEN,  born  March  27,  1596;  married  Ruth  Vivian  Brown  and 
they  have  one  child. 

JAMIE  ELVIRA,  born  Aptil  18,  1900;  married  Clint  Quick.  They 
have  one  child  living. 

Ellen  (Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Moses,  Moses)  Ball  married 
in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  January  8,  1882,  to  William 
J.  Thomas.  They  had  one  child. 

MILLARD,  died  in  19-32,  survwed  by  his  wife  and  several  children. 

Charles  Daniel  (Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Moses,  Moses)  Ball 
married  in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  De  cem.ber  8,  1895, 
Amnise  Sparhs.  He  is  a  prominent  mason.  Their  children; 

GARNETT  RICHARD,  bom  April  14,  1897. 

BERTH.A  OLA,  born  January  19,  1899:  attended  Lee  Baptist 
Institute  and  Radford  State  Teachers'  College;  a  successful 
teacher, 

CH.A.RITY  WAIVE,  born  June  9,  1901;  attended  Lee  Baptist 
Institute  and  Radford  State  Teachers’  College;  a  successful 
teacher. 

JAMES'CURRY,  born  April  19,  1903. 

CHARLES  DAVID,  bom  .April  2-5,  1905:  m.arried  November  23, 
1926,  Lucille  Spi\'y  of  North  Carolina.  He  attended  Lee  Baptist 
Institute  and  Emory  and  Henry  College.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Ball 
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are  leachc-rs. 

J.  KELLY,  burn  February  20,  1907;  attended  Bluefiold  College.  He 
is  also  a  teacher. 

OMAR  FRENCH,  born  Januar:.'  12,  1910;  attended  high  school  in 
I>e8  County,  Virginia,  and  Emory  and  Henry  College,  ard  is 
employed  in  the  High  School  Department,  Big  Stone  Gap,  Virginia, 
as  a  teacher. 

STELL.\  RLTH,  born  December  8,  1912 ;  completed  Jonesville  High 
School  at  Jonesville,  Virginia,  and  attended  Virginia  Intermont 
College,  and  is  a  teacher. 

ROBERT  NEAL,  born  December  16,  1915. 

CLIFFORD  EUGENE,  born  July  14,  1918. 

George  William  (Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Moses,  Moses) 
Ball  married  in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  December  7,  1899, 
Dorothy  Anna  Ellison  (born  March  13,  1880).  Mr.  Bali  is  a 
farmer.  He  and  his  wife  have  lived  all  their  lives  in  Lee 
County,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Texas. 

Below  is  one  of  the  many  poems  composed  by  Dorothy 
Ellison  Ball,  who  also  had  a  Ball  ancestor: 

THE  DEWDROP 

I  saw  a  pearly  dewdrop 
Upon  a  lily  fair, 

I  thought  to  grasp  and  wear  it 
In  my  shining  hair. 

A  friendly  breeze  did  waken 
Ere  I  could  put  it  on. 

The  Lily  fair  to  shaken — 

My  pearly  drop  was  gone. 

So  it  is  with  pleasures 

We  count  so  rich  and  rare; 

W^e’d  store  them  with  our  treasures. 

And  lo,  they  are  not  there. 

of  George  William  and  Dorothy  Anna 

PALMER  RAY,  bom  November  16,  1900. 

INIE  OP.AL,  born  July  23,  1903. 

GLEN  DONALD,  born  November  8,  1908;  attended  high  school  at 
Jonesville,  Virginia,  had  a  brief  business  course  at  Pennington 
Gap,  Virginia;  employed  by  Broadwater  Feed  Company  as 
salesman  and  bookkeeper. 

ROY  HAMPTON,  born  March  IP,  1911;  a  graduate  of  Jonesville 


The  children 
(Ellison)  Ball: 
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High  Scho.il.  ar.d  is  employed  by  Fonnir.ston  H^rdv.-are  r.r.d 
Fiirniture  Company,  Big  Stone  Grp,  Virginia. 

RUBY  CL.MKE.  born  August  25.  191-i;  a  graduate  of  Jon-^svill.? 
High  School. 

GEORGI.-VXA,  born  Februar;.  14,  1917;  a  jur.ior  at  Jonesville  High 
Sciiool. 

Garnett  Richard  (Charles  Daniel,  Jonathan  K.,  Thomas, 
Moses,  Moses)  Ball  married  December  25,  1921,  Ruby 
P.  Barton.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Lee  Baptist  Institute,-  is  a  farmer 
and  lives  in  Lee  County,  Virginia.  Their  children  are: 

ELEANOR  RUTH,  born  April  25,  1923. 

LFON  MAURICE,  born  June  22,  1925. 

RALPH  DONOVAN,  born  March  21,  1928. 

James  Curry  (Charles  Daniel,  Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Moses, 
Moses)  Ball  married  July  10,  1924,  Mattie  Smith.  He  lives 
in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  and  is  enployed  by  the  state 
highway  department.  They  have  one  child: 

LENORA  JUANITA,  born  May  ;30,  1925. 


Palmer  Ray  (George  William,  Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Moses, 
Moses)  Ball  v/as  married  to  Bonnie  May  Sage  (vvho  v/as 
born  December  17,  1901),  Novem.ber  12,  1926,  at 
Pc  inington  Gap,  Virginia.  The  former  .'aduated  from  Lee 
Baptist  Institute  in  1923,  and  has  since  been  erriployed  b'/ 
various  coal  companies,  having  been  an  em.ployee  of  Virginia 
iron.  Coal  and  Cohe  Company  in  store  and  office 
departments  since  his  marriage.  1he  latter  attended  schools 
of  Lee  Couniy  and  Radford  State  Teachers’  College,  and 
taught  for  a  period  of  eight  yearr  in  the  public  schools  of 
Virginia. 

Their  children: 

M.\L1RICE  P.ALMER.  born  Sc-ptsmber  2,  1928:  died  May- 21,  1^;29. 

DOROTHY  S.AGE,  born  October  23,  1930. 

GEORGS  LILRURN,  born  February  23,  1933. 

Inie  Opal  (George  V/illiarn,  Jonathan  K.,  Thomas,  Mcscs, 
Moses)  Ball  married  at  Pineville,  Kentucky,  November  22, 
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1930,  Aiberc  Crockett  Harris.  They  live  near 
Virsinia.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  \Vor!d  v/ar  veteran,  a 
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business  man.  Mrs.  Harris  is  an  energetic  young  weman, 
and  a  stenographer.  I  hey  have  two  children; 


ALBERT  CROCKETT.  JR.,  burn  Aegust  I  V,  19:V1. 
RUTH  LEXORE,  born  January  1,  19C.i. 


Isaac  Ball,  son  oF  Thomas  Bali,  Sr.,  was  married  three 
times,  but  the  names  oF  his  wives  are  Forgotten.  He  had  two 
daughters,  Jane  who  married  a  Oliver,  and  the  younger 
who  married  Jasper  Robbins.  A  granddaughter,  Virgie 
Robbins,  married  Raymond  Kelley  of  Lee  County,  Virginia. 

Isaac  Ball  was  a  farmer  and  settled  at  Robbins  Chapel  in 
Lee  County.  He  is  thought  to  have  been  a  soldier  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Thomas  Ball,  Jr.,  son  of  Thomas  Ball,  Sr.,  was  born  and 
spent  all  his  life  in  Lee  County,  Virginia.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Confederate  Army.  Immediately  after  the  Civil  War 
he  was  wagon  master  on  the  route  between  Salt  Lake  City 
and  Mexico. 

Thomas  Ball,  Jr.,  married  Nancy  Price  and  their  children 
were: 

LAURA,  born  -January  3,  1861;  married  Oliie  Freeman. 

GEORGIA,  born  June  23,  18S0;  unmarried. 

AUBURN,  married  Annie  Norris. 

CALLIE,  married  John  Rutherford. 

ALPHA,  married  James  Collingsworth. 

MARG.ARET,  m.arried,  after  the  death  of  her  sister  Alpha,  James 
Collingsworth. 

LAWRENCE,  married  Rose  Allen. 


William  Ball,  son  of  Thomas  Ball,  Sr.,  was  a  Confederate 
soldier.  He  married  Hannah  Marion  and  had  the  following 
children  and  probably  others: 

JOHN,  married  Aggie  Collins. 

BUD  ,'real  name  unknown),  married  Mary  E.  Daugherty. 

EMMET,  married  Member  McCracken. 
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THt  PALI.  FAL'LLY  Of 


RACHEL,  married  .lames  Price. 
SARAH,  married  .loe  Thomas. 
MAFIGARET,  married  .James  Lundy. 
MOLLIE,  married  Dock  Price. 
M.\TTlfi,  married  Frantz  Bruner. 
SUS.'.N,  marrieii  John  Zecks. 


Spencer  Ball,  son  of  Moses  Bal!  of  Beech  Creek,  was 
born  September  28,  1773,  and  died  near  Munford, 
Alabama,  in  1 856.  He  married  Anne  (born  April  30, 
1785),  daughter  of  Leander  and  Martha  (Clemens)  Hughs. 

Children  of  Spencer  and  Anne  (Hughs)  Ball: 

MARTHA,  married  Martin  Weatherly. 

LUCINDA,  married  a  Arthur. 

MATILDA,  married  a  Hog?ard 

MARY  ANNE,  died  young. 

BENNETT,  died  unmarried. 

JOHN,  died  unmarried. 

WILLIAkI,  died  unmarried. 

Martin  Weatherly,  who  married  Martha  Ball,  v/as  born  in 
Spottsylvania  County,  Virginia,  December  25,  1793,  and 
died  at  Munford,  Alabama,  January  14,  1857.  He  and 
Martha  Ball  were  married  in  Madison  Ccunty,  Alabama, 
January  15.  1823.  Martha  Bal!  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  Alabama,  March  11,  1808,  and  died  at  Munford, 
Alabama,  August  4,  1893. 

Children  of  Martin  and  Martha  (Ball)  Weatherly  were; 

MARY  ANN,  bo-m  July  16,  1S29;  died  December  3,  1910;  married 
August  30,  1S43,  N.  A.  Co-z’ser. 

SARAH  ELIZ.ABETH,  born  De.mrmber  16,  1830;  died  June  26,  1902; 
married  November  14,  1850,  -John  A.  Ste'-vart. 

JOHN  JAMES,  born  Febmary  11,  1833;  died  December  2,  1898. 

CALEDONIA,  born  April  3,  1836;  died  unmarried  June  22,  1916. 

WILLIAM  W.ALLACE,  born  August  13,  1838;  died  at  Seymour, 
Texas,  October  15,  19C0;  married  October  30,  1859,  Clemmie 
Chaney. 

HENRY  H-ARRISON,  born  November  6,  1840;  died  May  28,  1865. 
Fatally  wounded  in  battle  near  .Augusta,  Georgia,  while  serving  in 
Wheeler’s  Cavalry.  Buried  in  Confederate  Cemetery,  Augusta, 
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Georjiia. 

iMARTIIA  SELSlN'A,  bom  March  1,  1843;  died  at  Birnun^liam, 
Alabaraa,  April  9,  192o:  married  June  23,  lS6f),  Robert  T.  Cor.ley. 

CAROLI.nE  EMMA,  born  September  20,  1;45;  died  March  15' 
192l’;  married  January  30,  1S66,  Benton  Jones. 

MARGARET  ELLENT  born  January  11,  1848;  died  unmarried 
January  16,  1929. 

JARED  GROCE,  born  September  9,  1350;  married  January  3,  ISTS, 
Ida  Morri.son;  present  address  2220  Twenty-Second  Ave.nue, 
Ensley,  Alabama. 

ALVIS  MARTIM,  born  November  5,  1852;  died  July  30,  1910; 
married  November  24,  1881,  Hattie  Morrison. 

John  James  Weatherly  married  (tirst)  January  6,  1861, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Howell,  who  was  born  in  1  831,  and  died 
September  2,  1879.  Their  children: 

MARY  ALICE,  born  September  13,  18C2;  died  September  11,  1866. 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  born  .April  22,  1834;  married  Alice  Stone; 
residence  1200  Leighton  .Avenue,  Anniston,  Alabama. 

AIjONZO  M.4RTIN,  born  February  6,  1339;  present  address  1376 
Memorial  Drive,  Atlanta.  Georgia. 

John  James  Weatherly  married  (second)  April  13,  1880, 
Sarah  Margaret  English,  who  was  born  June  16,  1846,  and 
died  November  3,  1902. 

Children  of  John  James  and  Sarah  Margaret  (English) 
Weatherly: 

JESSIE  EMM.A,  born  December  1,  1881;  died  January  28,  1884. 

CLIFFORD  ALEXANDER,  born  April  15,  1884;  died  October  20, 
1884. 

JOHN  JAMES,  born  September  IS,  1837;  present  address  Bo.x 
1376,  Atlanta,  Georgia;  permanent  address,  1200  I.,eighton 
Avenue,  Anniston,  Alabam.a. 


The  following  is  copied  from  the  General  Land  Office 
Records  in  Richmond,  Virginia; 

To  William  Selden,  Esq.;  “Please  deliver  to  Gen.  Vv'illiam  Lambert,  the 
Land  Warrants  due  to  those  heirs  of  I^Ioses  Ball,  late  of  Tennessee,  and 
George  Ball,  late  of  Virginia,  ar.d  should  ycu  think  proper  to  issue  the 
warrants  to  all  the  heirs  of  Moses  and  George,,  .1  will  hold  myself 
accountable  as  attorney.  Signed.  William  Ball.” 
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THE  BALL  FAMILY  OR 


FAIRFAX  COUNTY  COURT,  A’-igust  IT,  iSCo.  It  api'cars  sntUractcry 
to  the  Court  that  Moses  Hall,  of  Ha  wkir.s  County,  Tennessee,  w.os  the  son 
of  Moses  Ball  of  Fairfax  County.  '»'a.  That  he  was  the  elder  brother  and 
heir-at-law  of  Lieut.  Janros  Ball,  an  cfT’Otr  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  That 
Moses  Ball,  Jr.,  died  about  the  year  lliSl.  leaving  a  will,  but  intestate  as 
to  the  estate  of  his  father  and  uncle  aforesaid. 

■Janies  Trimmcll,  who  married  Jane  Ball,  daughter  of  Mose*  Ball. 
William,  John,  Wesley,  Thomas  Ball  and  John  Long  (who  tnd.  Surah  Ball, 
daughter  of  Moses  Ball),  all  of  Hawkins  Co.,  Tenn.,  appointed  William 
Ball,  their  attorney  Feb.  6,  1S35. 

» 

Hawkins  Co.,  Tenn.;  C'. rtified  that  John  Long  was  appointed  gu.irJian 
of  Thomas  A.,  George  M.,  Moses  and  Spencer  Long,  minor  children  of 
Sarah  (Ball)  Long;  also  th.it  John  Ball  is  an  active  J.  of  B.  Signed 
W.  0.  Winston,  elk.  Attest  R.  W.  Kinkead,  Chairman  of  Hawkins  Ct. 
Wti.  256-262  were  iss.  10  Oct.  1833,  in  exchange  for  S321  and  832-5. 

Moses  Ball  of  Beech  Creek  has  numerous  descendants 
livins  in  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Among  these  is  Reverend 
Albert  S.  Hale,  a  well  known  Baptist  minister  of  Salem, 
Virginia,  and  a  native  of  Hav/kins  County,  Tc  nnessee. 
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Ei^ALL  is  a  name  of  Saxon  derivation/  from  BAL  meaning 
^  bold/  also  quic!</  s'A’ift.  The  first  upon  whom  the  name 
was  bestowed  was  doubtless  sv/ift/  or  bold/  to  do  and 

dare. 

As  if  in  reference  to  the  name/  the  coat  of  arms  granted 
various  branches  or  the  Ball  family/  have  much  that  is  bold 
about  them.  Usually  a  lion  rampant/  or  a  crest  that  denotes 
strength  and  courage. 

A  call  was  sent  out  recently  to  Balls/  North/  East/  West/ 
South  to  meet  and  "recount  sober/  honest  doings  of  our 
ancestors/  their  piety  and  loyalty/  their  services  to  Chu'^ch 
and  State." 

Perhaps  the  Chinese  overdo  reverence  for  ancestors/  but 
Americans  are  surely  at  fault  for  indifference  to  past  and  to 
parentage.  Let  our  forefathers  be  neither  unhonored  nor 
unsung. 

George  Ball/  Sr./  and  his  brother  Moses  Ball/  Jr.,  were 
sons  of  Mioses  Ball/  Sr./  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  as  has  been 
clearly  proven  in  foregoing  chapters  of  this  booklet. 

The  family  records  of  these  two  men  show  that  they,  with 
their  large  number  of  sons  and  daughters  played  no  small 
part  as  pioneer  settlers  of  Southwest  Virginia  and  Eastern 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
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THE  PALL  FA'/uLY  OF 


It  is  believed  these  two  brothers,  eccompanied  perhaps 
by  other  brothers  and  friends  from  Fairfax  Co.,  Va.,  halted 
first  near  Abinsdon  in  YCshinQton  Co.,  Va.  It  is  Lnown 
that  Moses  Ball,  Jr.,  moved  on  to  Hawkins  Co.,  Tenri,^ 
where  he  settled  with  his  familv  and  many  c-f  his  descendants 
are  still  counted  with  the  best  citizens  of  Hawkins,  Harlan, 
Russell,  Lee  and  other  counties  of  the  three  adjoinins 
states,  Va.,  Ky.  and  Tenn. 

A.  cc'rect  list  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  Ball,  Jr.,  may  be 
found  in' a  paragraph  from  the  following  court  record. 

“It  appears  satisfactory  to  the  court  that  'loses  Ball  of  Havs’kins  Co., 
Tenr..,  was  the  son  of  Moses  Ball  of  Fai.-fa.x  Co.,  Va..  who  was  the  elder 
brother  and  heir  at  law  of  James  Ball,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
That  Moses  Ball,  .Jr.,  died  about  the  year  1S31,  leaving  a  will,  but  intestate 
as  to  the  estate  of  his  father  and  uncle  aforesaid.  That  he  left  the  foliowir.g 
heirs;  1,  Spencer;  2,  Jane  (v>-ho  married  James  TunnellR  -S,  Vril’iam: 
4,  Robert;  5,  John;  6,  Wesley;  7,  Thomas;  S,  Sarah  (who  married  John 
Long,  Sr.l;  9,  Sibby  (who  married  John  Long,  tr.>;  lu.  Hester  ’wlio 
married  William  McDaniel);  11,  Nancy  (who  married  Isaac  Warren  i;  12, 
Bennett;  13.  Polly  (who  married  John  Ball,  son  of  George  Ball).  Therefore 
the*  court  certifies  that  the  afore-mentioned  are  heirs  at  law  cf  the  late 
Moses  Ball  ('Sr.':-  of  Fairfax  Coiinry  who  was  elder  brother  qf  said  Lieut. 
James  Ball.” 

it  would  be  most  interesting  to  follow  the  lives  of  each 
of  these  thirteen  sons  and  daughters,  but  the  remainder 
of  this  history  has  most  to  do  with  Polly,  who  married  her 
cousin  John  Ball,  son  of  George. 

George  Ball  moved  from  near  Abingdon  in  Washington 
Co.,  to  New  Garden  in  Russell  Co.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Tunnell  and  to  them  w'ere  born  twelve  sons  and  daughters, 
as  is  also  given  in  a  court  record; 

Fairfax  Co.  Court,  19ch  March,  1S39.  Certified  that  George  Ball,  lace  cf 
Russell  Co.,  Va.,  died  intestate  leaving  the  following  children:  i,  Moses  III; 
2,  William:  3,  Sally;  4,  Robert  imd.Sar.ih  Wilson' ;  -5,  JaTvs;  6,  Elizabeth; 

7,  Wesley;  3,  George,  Jr.  married  Catnerine  Hess. ;  9,  Jesse  md . Witt;: 

10,  John  im.arried  Polly  Ball,  daughter  of  Moses  Bail,  Jim;  li,  Hester 
(md.  Jesse  Fuller'';  12,  Nancy  .md.  Daniel  May.  “That  these  are  the  only 
heirs  at  law  of  George  Bail  deoeasci  who  was  a  son  of  Moses  Ball  Sr. 
dec’d. 

Copy  teste:  Wm.  Moss,  Clerk. 

Fairfax  County  Court. 
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MOSES  BALL 

Mooses  Bdi!,  son  or  oeorg?,  and  from  whom  is  cescciided 
most  of  the  Bails  so  prominent  in  Lee  Co.,  Va.,  di-id  Harlan 
Co.,,  Ky.,  was  born  about  1763  and  died  in  1S40.  fie 
married  Elizabeth  Yeary  and  had  twelve  children:  James, 
Moses,  William,  Themas,  Spencer,  George  Washington, 
Elizabeth,  Kcssidh,')Lucy  Ann,  Matilda,  Sally  and  Nancy. 

MOSES  BALL,  son  of  Mc.'cs  nnd  Elizabeth  Yeary  Ball  v.-a.s  born 
April  20,  It  07,  and  died  Sept.  26,  18S5.  Me  married  Ella  Richardson 
and  had;  1  A.  J.,  2  Georse  V/ashi’jgton,  3  Enoch,  4  John,  6  J.  G., 
6  Willi.aiB,  7  Ivan,  8  Sally,  9  Elizabeth,  10  Narcisus,  11  Mary 
Jane,  12  Lucy  Ann. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  BALL,  son  of  Moses  and  Ella  Richardson 
Ball,  was  born  June  7,  1820,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1895.  He  married 
Frances  Sergent  (born  Nov.  9,  1824;  died  Nov.  29,  1893),  and  had: 
1  Albert,  born  Dec.  7,  1347,  2  Speed,  born  Dec.  16,  1859,  3 
George  YC.,  born  March  13,  1S6G,  4  Robert  Lee,  horn  May  6, 
1868,  5  Jane,  6  Sally,  7  Emily,  S  Mary,  9  Fanny,  10  Ella,  11 
Louisa. 


ROBERT  LEE  BALL,  son  of  George  Washington  and  Frances 
Sergent  Ball,  resides  at  Harlan,  Ky.  He  married  Margaret  Carter 
(born  Aug.  6,  1876),  and  thej*  have  the  following  children:  i 
Millard  D.,  born  Oct.  21,  1895.  2  Robert  P.,  born  July  14,  1302, 
3  Lawrence  C.,  born  April  16,  1504,  4  Minnie,  5  Myrtle,  6  Addia. 

ROBERT  P.  BALL,  son  of  Robert  Leo  and  Margaret  Carter  Ball, 
married  Grace  Baggerljv  Aug.  13,  1927.  They  have  two  children: 
1  Robert  P.,  born  Nov.  12,  1928,  2  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  6,  1932. 


JOHN  BALL 

John  BdlL  son  of  George  Ball,  Sr.^  of  Russell  Co.,  Vo., 
was  born  June  10,  1779. 

He  married  Polly  Ball,  daughter  of  A/Hses  Bail,  Jr.,  or 
Hawicins  Co.,  Tenn. 

Polly  Ball  was  born  May  4,  1788. 

To  them  we'e  born  the  following  children;  1  James,- 
2  John  lunnell;  3  Nancy  (md.  Wesley  Crabtree),-  -  Polly 

(m.arried  William  .Eletcher),-  5  Rebecca  (married  . 

Tunnell);  6  Eliza  (married  Allen  A/aynard),-  7  George 
Washington,-  8  A/,oses;  9  William  Lee. 

John  Tunnell  Ball  was  born  Sept.  9,  1812.  He  married 
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ThiE  BALL  FAMILY  OF 


Margaret  Honakcr  v.ho  was  born  Jan.  13^  1817.  Their 
children  were:  1  Serelda  Jane,  2  Maria,  3  Martin  Van 
Buren,  4  Cosby  Catherine,  5  John  Wesley  (nairicd'  Nancy 
Fuller),  6  William  Lee  (married  LouisaJ.  Kennedy^,  7  Patten 
George  (married  Sidney  Thompson),  8  Jasper  Newton 
(married  1st.  Jane  Smith,  2nd.  Nan  Davis)  9  Elihu  Kiser  (mid. 
Minta  Ellen  Kirtland),  10  Louisa  H.  (married  Lilburn  Hurt), 
11  Fuller  Jesse,  12  Cynthia  (miarried  James  H.  Logsdon), 
1 3  Drucilla. 

SERELDA  JANE  BALL,  daiu^hter  of  John  Tunnel!  and  Margaret; 
Ball  was  born  May  6,  1S37.  She  married  Johnson  Owens,  who  was 
born  June  20,  1S19.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
1  Margaret  Jane.  2  Beverly  J.,  :3  Loranzo  D.,  M.  D.,  4  Baiford, 
6  Cordelia  (married  Frank  Ball),  6  Sidney  A.,  7  Silvester,  M.  D., 
8  Edward  L.,  9  Elbert. 


Moses  Ball,  son  of  John  and  Polly  Ball  was  born  July  26, 
1817.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Smith,  who  was  born  Dec.  7, 
1829.  They  spent  their  lives  in  New-  Garden,  Russell  Co., 
Va.,  the  place  first  settled  by  George  Ball,  Sr.,  and  John 
and  Polly  Ball.  There  was,  and  still  is,  quite  a  settlement  of  the 
Ball  family  in  and  around  the  villiage  nov/  called  Gardner. 
Two  family  burial  grounds  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the  rarmis 
of  Major  Fletcher  Ball,  and  Aut  Dye,  v/here  the  earlier, 
settlers  of  the  Ball  family  are  buried.  '!'he  tombs  of  John 
and  Polly  Ball  are  still  intact  and  their  graves  are  well  kept, 
by  members  of  the  family  in  that  vicinity.  These  tombs  are 
found  in  the  cemetery  on  the  farm  of  Major  Fletcher  Bali, 
their  grandson,  who  is  still  living.  On  tliese  tomibs  m.ay  still 
be  clearly  seen  these  inscriptions: 


JOHN  BALL 
BORN  JUNE  10,  1779 
DIED  JULY  27,  1863 
AGE  84  YRS.  1  MO.  17  DAYS 
“Arflic’.ions  for  years  ha  bore 
Fhy?;cians  were  in  vain: 

At  last  God  pleased  to  give  him  ease. 
And  freed  him  from  his  pain.” 
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GEORGE  V.  ASHINGTOX  BALL 
(1820—1895),  AND  HIS  WIFE 
FRANCES  '  SERGENT) BALL, 
(1824—1893). 
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POLLY  BALL 
ECRX  MAY  4.  ITSS 
D1F:D  FLBY.  11.  iS.3G 
AGE  57  YRb.  9  M03.  17  DAYS 
“The  death  I’d  die  woiiid  he  vhe  death, 

.  Which  e-ll  trie  riithteouj  die: 

Blee.t  be  the  Lord,  liieir  iabori  o'er 
They  rest  with  ilim  or.  high'.” 

In  this  same  cemetery  are  Found  the  graves  of  several  of 
their  children  and  ther  grandchildren. 

.Moses  Ball,  their  son,  d'ed  May  29,  1888,  and  Mary 
Ann  Ball  his  wife  died  February  20,  1908.  Their  graves  are 
close  by  those  of  John  and  Polly  Ball. 

The  children  of  Moses  and  Man/ Ann  Ball  are:  1  John  L. 
(died  in  youth),  2  Robert  S.  (married  Helen  J.  Griffin),  3 
Beverly  F.  (married  Jane  Smith),  4  Virginia  (married 
William  Caire),  5  Maria  (married  Thomas  J.  Smith),  6 
Isabelle  S.  (md.  C.  Hurt),  7  Louisa  (died  in  young 
womanhood),  8  Silvester  A.  (died  young),  9  Nannie  B. 
(married  John  Wallace). 

(5)  IvIARIA  EaLL  married  Thomas  J.  Snhth,  son  of  Col.  Ed  Smith, 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  also  one  of  t’n.e  pioneer  families  of 
F.nseell  Co.  To  Thoinas  and  Mari?  Ball  Smith  were  born  the 
following  children:  1  Carrie,  2  Ajnes  (married  Edward  Dye), 
3  Conley  '..married  Eiiia  Dunc.an.s  4  Lawre.-.ce  (.married  Fayne 
Hughes';. 

(1)  CARPJE  SMITH  married  Bert  E.  Ball,  son  of  A.  C.  Ball  of 
Hcnaher,  -Va.,  on  May  9, 1113.  Their  children  are;  1  Esther  Louisa, 
^  born  April  1,  1317,  2  Helen  Marjorie,  born  Oct.  23,  191S,  3  Harry 

Thomas,  born  l.lay  IS,  1921. 

William  Lee  Ball,  son  of  John  and  Polly  Ball  was  born 
Dec.  20,  1820,  died  Aug.  16,  1901.  His  wife  Sidney  Jane 
Fletcher  was  born  Nov.  22,  1 822  and  died  Feby.  27,  1 863, 
They  were  married  January  14,  1347.  Their  children: 

POLLT  AXGELIME  and  CELIA  EMMALINE  (twins),  were  born 
Dec.  27,  1847. 

CHARLES  C.,  born  Nov.  23,  1349. 

MELISSA  ELLEN,  born  Nov.  22,  1851. 

MA.JOR  F.,  born  Sept.  27,  1854. 

JAMES  FRANKLIN,  bora  July  23,  1357.  , 

ISAIAH  MONTEVILLE,  born  March  29,  1360. 
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THE  PALL  FAMILY  OF 


Polly  Antrclir.e  Ball,  married  P.obert  Boyd,  Jan.  2-’,  1  v'G. 

Celia  Emmaline  B.all,  married  Lilbura  Ball,  Jane  Cl,  iS69. 

Charles  C.  Ball,  mairiod  Mari.a  Dye,  Sept.  14 

Major  Fletcher  Ball,  married  Ella  Houeer. 

James  Franklin  Fall,  married  Alta  E.  Ken.lrick,  Cct.  4,  ISSC. 

Isaiah  Monteville,  married  Josephine  Taylor. 

MELLISSA  ELLEN  BALL,  daughter  of  Wni.  Lee  and  Sidney  Jane 
Ball  v.-as  married  Jan.  C,  1872  to  Henry  D.  Lockhart.  To  them 
were  born;  1  Charles  V.'illiam,  2  Thomas,  3  Susie  ITay,  4  Tylrr, 
2  George  Bartley,  6  Major,  7  Pansy,  S  Celise,  9  John.  The  four 
last  named  died  in  infancy  or  before  reaching  nratiirity.  Thomas 
died  in  early  youth. 

SUSIE  hlAY  LOCKHART,  married  Roy  Davis  son  of  Henry 
Davis,  another  prominent  pioneer  family  of  Russell  Co.,  and  it  is 
to  their  attractive  and  accomplished  daughter  Mae  Lois,  that  I 
am  indebted  for  many  of  the  dates  and  'acts  contained  in  thia 
chapter.  It  is  unusual  to  find  one  so  yo^ng  and  busy,  giving  so 
much  time  and  thought  to  family  historju  She  has  a  large  and 
interesting  collection  on  every  branch  of  her  family,  Ball,  Lockhart, 
Davis,  Kendrick,  Flumphrey  and  others  of  the  First  Families  of 
Southwest  Virginia.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  her 
aid  and  encouragement  in  compiling  these  pages. 

J.  FRANK  BALL,  (son  of  William,  Lee  and  Sidney  Jane  Bail)  and 
Alta  E.  Kendrick  were  married  October  4,  1SS2. 

EARL  BALL,  their  son  was  bom  Sept.  23,  1S33. 

J.  FRANK  BALL  died  of  tj-phoid  fever  in  the  autumn  of  1890,  his 
young  wife  following  him  to  the  grave  in  a  few  short  months. 

EARL  BALL,  (son  of  J.  Frank  and  Alta  S.  BALL!  and  Eula  Lee 
Kendrick  were  married  Dec.  20,  1920. 

DOROTHY  \HRGINIA  BALL,  their  daughter  was  born  Dec.  1, 
1923. 

George  Washington  Ball,  son  of  John  and  Polly  Ball  was 
born  in  "1 819.  He  married  Nancy  Taylor  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Nancy  Vermd’llion  Taylor.  Samuel  Taylor’s  family  settled 
in  Elk  Garden,  an  adjoining  district  to  New  Garden,  in 
Ru  ssell  Co.,  Va.,  where  the  Ball  family  lived. 

The  follov/ing  children  were  born  to  George  Washington 
and  Nancy  Taylor  Ball.  1  Margaret,  born  Jan.  20,  1833 
(md.  John  W.  Wyatt)  2  Isaiah  Drake  Ball,  born  Oct.  17, 
1841.  3  Martha,  born  1843,  (married  John  Dills).  4  L  ilburn, 
born  July  25,  1845.  5  Eliza,  born  in  1847  (married  Jesse 
Mutter),  6  George  Washington,  born  1849,  died  in  early 
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young  manhood. 

The  only  remaining  member  of  this  family  is  Lilburn  Ball, 
who  is  83  years  old.  b!e  has  always  enjoyed  remarkable 
health  until  a  few  months  ago  he  suffered  a  stroke  of 
paralysis,  but  is  still  cheerful  and  optimiistic  as  he  si-ts  in  his 
wheel  chair  and  enjoys  his  fam.iiy  and  friends.  He  lives  in 
Honaker,  Va.,  Route  1,  Box  4. 

LILBURN  BALL,  and  Colia  Emmaline  Ball,  daughter  of  Williaia 
Lee  Ball  were  married  June  ^4,  1S59.  Their  children  are:  1  Laura 
A.,  born  Oct.  4,  1S70,  (md.  Robt.  Boyd'.  2  Henry  E.,  born  June 
30,  1872,  'died  ycung.)  3  Alta  J.,  born  Nov.  5,  1873  (married 
twice).  4  Thomas  F.,  born  Apr.  25,  1S77,  (married  twice).  5  Eunice 
F.,  born  Aug.  5,  1SS3,  imd.  Joseph  Wyatt).  6  Alden  M.,  born 
May  21,  19S9,  (died  in  infancy).  Celia  Eramaline  Ball,  the  wife 
and  mother  died  June  17,  1924,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  with 
John,  Polly,  Williais  Lee,  Moses,  and  a  host  of  departed  loved 
ones. 

REBECCA  ANNE  LOCKHART,  daughter  of  William  Mitchell 
Loclrhart  and  Sallie  Stinson  Lockhart  was  born  October  £0,  1S45. 

Isdidh  Drake  Ball  and  Rebeeca  Anne  Lockhart  were 
married  November  4,  1862.  To  them  were  born  twelve 
children:  1  Ida  Jane,  born  Jan.  4,  1864.  2  Eunice  Catherine, 
born  Sept.  11,  1865.  3  Thomas  Asa,  born  April  28,  1867. 
4.  Sarah  Ella,  born  .May  17,  1868.  5  Nancy  Graves,  born 
Fcby.  20,  1871.  6  John  Kendrick,  born  Mar.  15,  1873.  7 
V/illiam  Lockhart,  born  May  5,1873.8  Charles  Aston,  born 
May  21,  1877.  9  Henry  Hutton  born  May  15,  1879.  10 
Elisabeth  Easterly  born  Mar.  27,  1882.  11  Fitzhugh  Lee, 
born  Dec.  11,  1885.  12  Harold  Isaiah  Drake,  born  Sept.  7, 
1888.  ' 

Harold,  the  seventh  son  in  this  family  is  the  only  bachelor. 
He  lives  now  at  Ocala,  Florida,  308  Prof.  Bldg. 

MARRIAGES 

NANCY  GRAVES  BALL  and  William  Nicholas  Surface  were 
married  June  20,  1894. 

Henry  Winston  Surface,  their  son,  was  born  Sept.  3,  1897. 

JOHN  KENDRICK  BALL  and  Reba  Williams  Beery  were  married 
Feby.  27,  1895. 

Clarence  Strouse  Ball,  their  son,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1896. 
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CHARLES  ASTON  BALL  ar.d  CLire  St^nvart  wcro  itiirriod  April 
10,  ISOl.  T.ioir  L'hildrsn:  Ciut.-iv>5  AstJii.  b^rn  Jan.  Id,  1002,  died 
in  infancy.  KusstTl  Penn,  born  Aiay  2,  1303.  Rebecca  Jane,  born 
Jan.  12,  IOCS. 

HENRY  HUTTON  BALL  and  Eva  Lee  Boling  were  married  Nov. 
16,  1904.  Tncir  children:  Infant  son,  born  Dec.  15,  1906,  died  in 
infancy.  Infant  son,  born  -Dec.  26,  1907,  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
Lee,  born  Feby.  23,  1909.  Helen  Lockhart,  born  June  17,  1913. 
Virginia  Gordon,  born  April  7,  1917. 

ELISABETH  E.\STERLY  B.lLLand  Dr.  Benjamin  Washington  Bird 
were  married  Nov.  15,  1905.  Their  children:  Benjamin  Washington, 
born  Oct.  28,  1906.  Evelyn  Ball,  born  Apr.  15,  1909.  Elsabeth 
Anne,  born  Aug.  6,  1911.  Nansie  Graves,  born  Sept.  1,  191S. 
Virginia  Rose,  born  Dec.  31,  1919 

REV.  WILLIAM  LOCKHART  BALL,  B.  D.  and  Marion  Swann 
Terrell  were  married  Dec.  20,  1911.  Their  children:  ilarion  Terrell, 
born  March  4,  1913.  William  Lockhart,  born  June  14,  1914. 

FITZHUGK  LEE  BALL  married  first,  Minnie  Gentry',  Dec.  5,  1917, 
This  was  during  the  World  War,  and  Fitahugh  Lee  was  stationed 
at  Langley  Fields,  Llampton,  Va.  He  and  his  lovely  bride  were 
both  caught  in  the  terrible  epidemic  influenza  from  which 
Minnie  died  Oct.  8,  1918. 

FITZHUGH  LEE  BALL  married  the  second  time,  Sadie  McKinnon, 
of  Maxton,  N.  C.  on  June  IS,  1919.  Their  children;  Infant  son,  born 
Aug.  3,  1920,  died  in  infancy.  Grace  McKinnon,  bom  June  15, 
1924. 
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Rpv.  William  Lockhart  Ball,  D.  D., 
Pastor,  Earle  St.  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  South  Carolina. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
IDA  JANE  BALL 
BORN  JANUARY  4,  1S64 
DIED  DECEMBER  3,  1S64. 


1598221 


EUNICE  CATHERINE  BALL 
BORN  SEPT.  11,  1SG5 


DIED  APRIL  15,  1366. 


THOMAS  ASA  BALL 
BORN  APRIL  2S,  1S67 
DIED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1873. 


SARAH  ELLA  BALL 
BORN  MAY  17,  1869 
DIED  OCT.  6,  1873. 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
OUR  DEAR  MOTHER 
REBECCA  LOCKHART  BALL 
BORN  OCTOBER  30,  1845 
DIED  SEPTEMBER  5,  ]9t)7. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 


MAY  LEE 


DAUGHTER  OF  H.  HUTTON  AND  EVA  LEE  BALL 
BORN  FEBY.  23,  1909— DIED  JULY  1,  1916. 


I. 
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THE  BALL  FAMiLV  OF 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
MINNIE  GENTRY  BALL 
WIFE  OF 

FITZHUGH  LEE  BALL 
DIED 

OCTOBER  S,  191S 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
OUR  DEAR  FATHER 
ISAIAH  DRAKE  BALL 
BORN  OCTOBER  17,  1S41 
DIED  JUNE  29,  1921 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
FITZHUGH  LEE  BALL 
BORN  DECEMBER  11,  1855 
DIED  NOVEMBER  16,  1927. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
ELISABETH  BALL  BIRD 
BORN  MARCH  27,  1882 
DIED  APRIL  20,  1932. 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
WILLIAM  NICHOLAS  SURFACE 
BORN  DECEMBER  16,  1856 
DIED  JANUARY  30,  1925. 
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briefly^  is  recorded  trie  birth,  rrerriooe  and  death, 
^  oP  men  ano  women  Vvhc  have  passed  froei  the  scene 
of  active  life,  and  of  those  who  remain  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  they  began. 

There  are  still  a  great  many  farriiiies,  descendants  of 
George  Bali,  Sr.,  and  of  Moses  Ball,  Jr.,  sons  of  Moses 
Ball,  Sr.,  of  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  who  have  lived,  and 
have  children  still  living  in  Southwest  Virginia. 

This  little  booklet  is  but  a  beginning  to  gather  data  to 
preserve  for  future  generations  a  more  complete  history  of 
those  brave  and  true,  strong  and  courageous  pioneers  who 
blazed  the  trail  and  cleared  the  lands  that  would  furnish 
homes  of  peace  and  plenty  for  those  who  v/ould  follow 
after.  There  are  many  court  records  which  furnish  strongest 
proof  of  the  ties  that  bind  the  Ball  families  of  today  with 
those  brave  men  and  women  whose  names  we  bear. 

Leaving  the  hemes  of  their  childhood  in  England  they 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  be  numbered  v/ith  the 
Colonial  families  of  America,  later  crossing  the  Blue  Ridge 
to  become  the  pioneers  of  the  Southwest. 

FAMILY  NAMES 

In  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Ball  family  it  is 
interesting  to  note  how  the  same  Christian  names  have  been 
handed  down  from  generation  to  generation.  There  is 
scarcely  a  family  to  the  present  day  who  has  not  a  VJIliam, 
Moses,  John,  George,  Jesse,  or  Spencer,  a  M.ary,  Martha, 
Nancy,  Elisabeth,  Jane,  Anne,  Polly  or  Hannah. 

Revolutionary  roils  furnish  the  names  of  scores  of  Balls  and 
among  the  number  are  seventeen  named  John. 

This  simialarity  of  names  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  are 
many  Bali  families  living  in  Russell  Co.,  v.-ho  are  descendants 
of  George  Bail,  Sr.,  the  son  of  Moses  Bali,  Sr.,  of  Fairfax 
Co.,  but  for  lack  of  time  cc  look  up  records  and  get  in  touch 
with  them,  it  is  impossible  to  give  complete  lines. 

However,  in  a  narrative  w'ay  1  will  give  from  memory  a 
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sketch  of  the  John  Ball  who  lived  w'ithin  a  short  distance  of 
my  siJhood  home. 

He  owned  a  snail  farm,  but  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade. 
Because  of  his  occupation  and  the  numerous  Balls  of  that 
name  the  old  settlers  called  him  "Turner  John".  My  earliest 
recollection  of  him  is  his  long  white  beard  and  patriarchal 
appearance  as  he  stood  at  his  work  bench  making  the 
furniture  that  was  used  in  the  homes  of  the  community,  and 
the  coffins  in  which  they  buried  their  dead. 

It  was  a  "holiday"  when  mother  wouid  take  my  brothers 
and  me  for  a  little  walk  and  let  us  stop  in  "Turner  John’s" 
shop  and  watch  him  work  at  his  turning  lathe,  making  pretty 
spindles  and  spokes  for  beds  and  chairs,-  or  play  in  the  clean 
wood  shavings  that  lay  at  his  feet. 

His  furniture  was  so  staunch  and  well  made  that  probably 
some  of  it  may  still  be  found  in  Russell  County. 

He  was  a  reserved,  gentle,  kind  old  man  living  in  his 
quiet  way,  working  in  his  little  shop  down  on  the  banks  of 
Lewis  Creek. 

"Turner"  John  Ball  must  have  been  born  in  the  early 
eighteen  hundreds.  I  do  not  recall  the  namie  of  his  first  wife 
but  the  names  of  some  of  her  children  were:  Haskew, 
George,  Mary,  Leah,  Frank,  and  Cumim.ins.  His  second  wife's 
name  was  Anna;  and  some  of  her  children  were:  Cornelius, 
John,  and  Keturah.  The  members  of  the  family  whom  1  have 
known  best  in  later  years  are: 

Haskew  Ball,  who  married  Cynthia  Hurt.  Their  children 
are:  Alfonso  C.,  married  Ida  Miller.  Conie,  married  V/illiam 
Mutter,  (son  of  Eliza  Ball,  who  v/as  a  daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Nancy  Taylor  Ball  and  w'ife  of  Jesse  M.utter). 
A.  Rondo,  married  Jennie  Harris.  Elbert,  married  Myrtle 
Fletcher.  Eunice,  married  Dr.  W.  B.  Lasv.ell.  Arthur,  died 
young. 

Alfonso  C.  married  Ida  Miller.  Their  children  are.  Bert 
E.,  married  Carrie  Smith,  (daughter  of  Maria  Ball,  daughter 
of  Moses,  and  wife  ofThos.  J.  Smith).  Grace,  married  Edgar 
W.  Hurt.  Edgar,  married  Hannah  Powers.  Gladys  D.,  married 
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Ross  E.  JeFfries. 

Sc.T.e  one  has  said  of  the  Balls,  '"They  are  fond  of  land 
and  learning,  positive  in  their  convictions,  bold  in  utterance, 
independent  in  action,  intellisent,  patriotic  and  often 
intensely  relisious.” 

Vhere  are  still  to  be  found  'many  farmers  in  the  Ball, 
fae;i!y,  particularly  in  the  bluesrass  counties  of  Russell  and 
Lee.  There  was  one  old  gentleman  whomi  we  children  called 
"'Uucle  .Andy”  though  I  do  not  think  he  and  my  father  ever 
tried  to  trace  up  their  kinship.  When  he  cam.e  to  our  hcm.c 
he  always  brought  his  saddle  bags  full  of  nice  apples  from 
his  .Farm  and  as  I  recall  the  splendid  treats,  after  all  these 
years,  1  realize  he  must  have  had  a  good  farm  and  Fine 
orchard. 

Quite  recently  I  was  given  the  following  facts  concerning 
this  old  friend  of  my  childhood,  which  were  copied  from 
an  old  family  Bible  now  in  possession  of  Jesse  Browning  Bed! 
of  Belfast  Mills,  a  country  community  about  twenty  miles  cast 
of  Lebanon. 

Andrew  Ball  was  born  Oct.  23,  1812. 

Sarah  Ball,  his  wife,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1819. 

Andrew  Ball  and  Sarah  Blair  were  m.arried  Sept.  4, 
1834.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children:  1  James 
M.,  born  Nov.  7,  1835,  died  Aug.  9,  1925.  2  Francis  M., 
born  Sept.  24,  1838.  3  Jacob,  born  Jan.  12,  1841,  4  Sally/ 
born  July  28,  1842,  died  May  2,  1916.  5  Loranzy  L.,  born 
Jan.  5,  1846.  6  Margaret  Jane,  born  May  14,  1848.  7 
Melissa  Ellen,  born  Nov.  1,  1850,  8  Mary  Evelyn,  born 
Feby.  14,  1853.  9  Andrev/  Bunyan,  born  Feby.  11,  1856. 
10  Rebecca,  born  July  17,  1858.  11  Jesse  Browning,  born 
Jan.  5,  1862. 

James  married  Jane  Blair,  Dec.  25,  1854. 

Francis  married  Eliza . in  1864. 

Andrew  Bunyan  married  Melissa  Miller,  Dec.  2,  1877. 

Jesse  Browning  married  Nancy  Colwell,  Feb.  10,  1894. 

Andrew  Ball,  the  father,  died  April  4,  1692,  aged  79 
years,  6  months,  11  days. 
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SdioK  Ball/  He  molher,  died  May  31,  1912,  as-d  92 
years,  9  months,  19  days. 

No  further  record  of  rnarriases  or  deaths. 

I  would  be  happy  to  induce  all  of  the  Balls  of  Russell 
Co./  who  are  decendants  of  Moses  Bali  Sr.  of  Fairfax  Co., 
but  rr.y  store  of  information  is  exhausted.  If  any  one  reading 
this  chapter  has  the  desired  data,  I  ask  again  that  you  will 
he-:d  the  request  of  my  co-laborer  in  th'  iittle  volume  and 
send  us  any  data  or  traditions  which  you  may  possess  and 
we  may  someday  include  them  in  a  revised  and  enlarged 
ed  ition.  Th  ere  is  no  miore  facinating  study  than  searching 
through  the  corridors  of  Time  for  the  paths  chosen  by  our 
forefathers/  and  aS  they  heeded  “I  he  Call”  of  the  past  may 
we  heed  the  call  of  the  present. 


In  days  long  gone  God  spake  unto  our  sires: 

“Courage!  Launch  out!  A  new  world  build  for  Me.” 

Then  to  the  deep  they  set  their  ships,  and  sailed 
And  came  to  land,  and  prayed  that  here  might  be 
A  realm  from  pride  and  despotism  free, 

A  place  of  peace,  the  home  of  liberty. 

Lo,  in  these  days,  to  all  good  men  and  true 
God  speaks  again:  Launch  out  upon  the  deep 
And  win  for  Me  a  world  of  righteousness!” 

Can  wo,  free  men,  at  such  an  hour  still  sleep? 

O  God  of  freedom,  stir  us  in  our  night 
That  we  set  forth,  for  justice,  truth  and  right! 

— Thomas  Curtis  Clark  in  the  Chicago  Tribune 
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